From boatanchors@theporch.com  Thu May 18 20:30:24 1995
Date: Thu, 18 May 1995 15:30:24 -0500
Message-Id: <F5IF2535.F5IF2605@mail.admin.wisc.edu>
From: TOM.A.ADAMS@mail.admin.wisc.edu
Subject: Another happy customer

to: boatanchors@theporch.com

Somebody just sang the praises of Toronto Surplus and Scientific.

Add my name to the list. I dealt with them on a T-195/GRC-19, and was one
happy camper. They seem to be quite reputable to deal with.

Terry, WB9GVB and I ordered two of 'em, and Toronto did a good job on setting
up air freight, and dealing with the customs broker. The product was as repre-
sented, and the price was more than reasonable, even including exchange rate.

Only sour note; they never sent the catalogue I requested. Maybe they don't
have one.
                                             Tom, K9TA



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Thu May 18 07:57:35 1995
Date: Thu, 18 May 1995 02:57:35 -0500
Message-Id: <Pine.SUN.3.91.950518004431.18435A-100000@coyote.rain.org>
From: "Ray L. Mote" <rmote@rain.org>
Subject: Aussie needs Command Set components

Brian Clarke, VK2GCE, sent me a long want list (mostly for small parts).  
I was able to find most of the stuff, but we still need to find:

Shock mounts:  Single, dual, and triple-receiver
               Single and dual transmitter

Tube cover plates (black):  2 for receiver
                            1 for transmitter
    (This is the flat plate with snap slides, not entire housing)

Frequency dial for receiver remote control:  1.5 - 3 Mc

Brian has resigned himself to assembling a mixed bag of SCR-274-N and 
AN/ARC-5 components (without mixing transmitting components).

A friend of his will be coming here in about a month, to pick up the 
stuff.  I'll coordinate on this end.  Please advise if you can provide 
any of the above, and state price.

Ray Mote, W6RIC  (805) 985-6048




From boatanchors@theporch.com  Thu May 18 23:45:09 1995
Date: Thu, 18 May 1995 18:45:09 -0500
Message-Id: <107171@w5ddl.aara.org>
From: n5off@w5ddl.aara.org
Subject: BA's in QST

The larger BA's in QST, p 12 are three each, R-390, and one each, R-390A.
They even have covers and (GASP!!) meters!!

That must be a pretty stout table.

73 de tom n5off



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Thu May 18 17:35:06 1995
Date: Thu, 18 May 1995 12:35:06 -0500
Message-Id: <9505181733.AA22812@rgfn.epcc.Edu>
From: ad184@rgfn.epcc.Edu (Dale N Richardson)
Subject: Breting Model 14 Receiver


I have just run across a Breting Model 14 receiver in exceptional
condition. This is the first one I have seen and have no idea of
its worth. The fellow that has it is asking $300 but I think that
is a little steep. If anyone has any idea of its worth or is interested
in it please let me know. Thanks
73 de Dale Richardson AA5XE
ph 915-821-3472
e mail ad184@rgfn.epcc.edu


--
Dale N. Richardson



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Thu May 18 22:22:49 1995
Date: Thu, 18 May 1995 17:22:49 -0500
Message-Id: <199505182220.RAA05445@cushy.eecs.nwu.edu>
From: Norm Flasch <flasch@cushy.eecs.nwu.edu>
Subject: Re: Breting Model 14 Receiver

> 
> 
> I have just run across a Breting Model 14 receiver in exceptional
> condition. This is the first one I have seen and have no idea of
> its worth. The fellow that has it is asking $300 but I think that
> is a little steep. If anyone has any idea of its worth or is interested
> in it please let me know. Thanks
> --
> Dale N. Richardson

The reciever was made in 1936 for a cost of $99.00.  It has 14 tubes,
a crystal filter and push-pull output accoroding to Moore's book.  
Neat looking radio too.  I wouldn't mind one.  $300.00 mingt not be
a bad deal for such a radio in exceptional condition.  Does it work
good?  If you really like the radiio, offer $250 and see if he takes
it.  I usually negotiate.  I have never paid this much for a communications
receiver.  But, I have never seen a Breting in my almost 3 years of
collecting.  BTW, I am no expert as to apraising these things.  Just
offering my opinion.
-- 
Norm Flasch          flasch@eecs.nwu.edu            Northwestern University 
          Electrical Engineering and Computer Science



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Thu May 18 14:42:41 1995
Date: Thu, 18 May 1995 09:42:41 -0500
Message-Id: <Pine.BSI.3.91.950518103645.6619B-100000@laurel.us.net>
From: Tony Stalls <ras@us.net>
Subject: Re: Crystals?

 
On Tue, 16 May 1995 Paul V. Gregory wrote: 
 
>> CW Crystals who runs an ad every month in the back of QST is your
>> solution.   Cost about $5 each.   
>> de stan ak0b
>
>
>       Anyone got a fone # and address on this one?
>                        --Paul
 
Paul,
 
I ordered several FT-243's from CW Crystals for use with my Viking II a
year or so ago and found them to all be off frequency.  Also, it took a
good while to get them.  However, for the money, you can't go wrong and he
included a bunch of circuits for crystal oscillators and transmitters. 
You can probably touch up the crystals a bit by either making pencil marks
on the wafers, or taking a slight bit of with the eraser. 
 
73,
 
Tony
K4KYO

  <ras@us.net>





From boatanchors@theporch.com  Thu May 18 08:50:03 1995
Date: Thu, 18 May 1995 03:50:03 -0500
Message-Id: <2FBB947E@msgw.isoft.intranet.gr>
From: Sifakis George <sifakis@isoft.intranet.gr>
Subject: Heard over  SV-land


Again, for your entertainment, here are some of the things heard on the air 
from SV hams and published by SV1AIA in the SV News, the official magazine 
of Greek amateurs. There is even some boatanchor material in here:

ATV: "It is really sad to transmitt and be seen by noone".  HTs: "My 
microphone is bigger than your rig"; "Why don't you take your hat off, so we 
can see your rig". DX vs local: "Some are after Peter (3Y0PI) and some after 
the repeater". PCs: "With just one card you get your PC on the air"; "Did 
you get the licence for yourself, or your PC to get on the air?"; "I don't 
key-in, I mouse-in"; "How many of us who have antenna calculation software 
ever used it even for one antenna?". HOMEBREW: "Mr. Ham radio will have a 
long life if he avoids consumption of shrink-wrapped, unnatural foods"; "If 
you like cooking, do you give it up because there are cans and fast-food 
joints?"; "We may have said that home-built stuff doesn't need to be pretty, 
however you shouldn't have to cover it with the tablecloth when you have 
visitors". QSL cards: "Contrary to the common belief, the QSL card is easily 
received and hardly sent". ANTENNAS: "Quad's name is Mary and is a fashion 
designer"; "I need an antenna to get me out of the border"; "What do I need 
the DBs when it falls with the first breeze?". RIGS: "It does everything, 
but is not for everybody"; "It may not be good for me, but it is perfect for 
my pocket"; "A rig is as good as its operator". QSOs: "What do you care if I 
use a linear? Do I get juice from your outlet?"; "If I'm lying, may a 
lightning fall and burn my rig". HAM-RADIO: "When I got the licence I gave 
up building,  when I got the computer I gave up talking"; "If the average 
age of hams increases by 1 year per year, then ham radio will suffer natural 
death". TVI/RFI: "Nothing comes through. The only thing that can be heard is 
the building manager knocking on the door"; "This TV is a communications 
receiver"; "The most powerful  CW sidetone in the world is a neighbor's 
alarm which faithfully reproduces my sending at 120db"; "The ultimate bad 
luck is to have your own alarm sound when you're away during your own packet 
transmissions". FAX: "When I retire, besides chamomile I'm going to do some 
fascimile".

And a couple of genuine boatanchor quotes from my wife. Looking at a 
R-390/CV-157 combination: "At least we don't have to worry about anybody 
stealing it". And a sad but true: "Hams make people happy when they die 
(because of the bargain sale of their estates)".

73, George Sifakis, SV0KA, sifakis@isoft.intranet.gr



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Thu May 18 21:59:18 1995
Date: Thu, 18 May 1995 16:59:18 -0500
Message-Id: <F5IG5552.F5IG5603@mail.admin.wisc.edu>
From: TOM.A.ADAMS@mail.admin.wisc.edu
Subject: K9TA cleans the garage...

to: boatanchors@theporch.com


Fellow Anchorites,

   It finally happened; the cars won't fit the garage anymore. It's time to
clean it out.

   For your consideration...

   Need 28 VDC at a lotta amps to power a military BA?

   I considered putting a B-29 in the backyard, with a LONG extension cord,
but I found a more practical way.

   The State of Wisconsin declared as surplus a bunch of 28 VDC 50 Amp battery
chargers, and I've got a couple of extras left over (what can I say, it was an
offer I couldn't refuse...).

   These are 1970's vintage units, made by C&H. They were used to float banks
of lead / acid batteries at remote microwave repeater sites.

   I can tell you from personal experience that they're more than adequate to
spin the dynamotors in a Collins T-195 / GRC-19 on a continuois duty basis.

   Bear in mind tho that these ARE battery chargers, NOT fancy regulated DC
supplies! You've got a one section L/C filter, some adjustment of float volt-
age, and that's about it. Input is strapable for 110 or 220 VAC.

   I have two available. These are definitely too big for UPS; we're talking
crate and ship, or pick up only.

   Asking price is $50.00 each, plus crating and truck shipping. I'm open for
swaps too.

                                                  Tom, K9TA



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Fri May 19 02:26:28 1995
Date: Thu, 18 May 1995 21:26:28 -0500
Message-Id: <800850268.1622499@AppleLink.Apple.COM>
From: FRANCIS4@applelink.apple.com (Francis, Dexter)
Subject: Magnavox Stereo Adapter

I have a Magnavox AMP 177A/T5 stereo adapter kit that's dated Jan 29, 1959.
It was intended as an aftermarket upgrade to monoral Magnavox console radios,
providing a way to add a second amplifier.
 
It's not the right one for my Magnificent Magnavox, but undoubtedly fits
another Mag radio of uncertain identity.
 
If you can provide an appropriate home for the little fellow, drop me line.
 
-df
 




From boatanchors@theporch.com  Thu May 18 22:21:25 1995
Date: Thu, 18 May 1995 17:21:25 -0500
Message-Id: <950518214931_71333.144_DHQ50-1@CompuServe.COM>
From: don merz <71333.144@compuserve.com>
Subject: Military FS

 MILITARY RADIOS AND EQUIPMENT FOR SALE

 CONTACT: Don Merz, N3RHT: 47 Hazel Drive, Pittsburgh, PA 15228.
          412-234-8819 (weekdays, EST or leave a message anytime). 
          71333.144@compuserve.com

 Military RBM-4 receiver. General Coverage WWII Navy set, 2- 20mhz or so.
  Very nice, all original. Works okay but not as well as it should. Good 
  paint, no mods. Requires external AC or dynamotor power supply which is
  not included. But any typical BA receiver supply will work--the TCS AC
  supply works fine with it, for instance--the voltages are common.
  Built by Westinghouse in Baltimore. $95 
 TCS spares kit--chest 2 of 2. Seems to be mostly dynamotor spares.
  New-in-unopened-original-packaging. $55. One left out of 11. I have never
  had any of--or even seen--chest 1 of this 2-chest set.

 INTRODUCTION TO THE TBX: Prior to WWII, the Marines had planned to use the
 TBY transciever for shore-to-ship communication during anphibious operations.
 As the Pacific war with Japan developed however, the TBY simply didn't work
 at all in this role. So in the words of Walt Hutchens (ER, 2/90): "...the 
 Marine Corps dusted off the TBX--an HF set of early '30's vintage. This radio
 could be carried and operated by a few men, with power supplied by a hand-
 crank generator if necessary; its four watts of AM output was barely 
 adequate and it it is complex, quirky and hard to use--but it could reach
 the ships, which the TBY could not."

 TBX-5 transmitter/receiver only. WWII Navy (USMC) HF transmitter/receiver.
  With cover and calibration charts. Nice set in excellent condition. $179
 TBX telegraph key. This is the later one in the square metal shell (the 
  earlier one has a rubber teardrop-shaped cover). $139 or just $85 with 
  the purchase of the TBX-5 radio set above.
 TBX-6 "Representative Type Test Data" book from General Electric. Describes
  all TBX acceptance tests and shows results on a representative sample. 
  Photocopy. $7

 BC-639A receiver and RA-42-B rectifier supply. This is the WWII Army
  Air Force set that was usually the base station at the other end of
  an SCR-522 link. So it's VHF, 100-156mhz, AM, MCW and CW. 19" rackmount.
  The BC-639A was also used in many of the SCR-56x, 57x, 63x and 64x 
  "Fighter Control Equipment." This one is absolutely beautiful with 
  excellent original olive drab paint and no modifications. $122
 Navy RBZ "brick" receivers. This is an HF receiver-only designed for 
  portable, hands-free use. It looks like a 12 inch long, olive drab 2x4. 
  The receiver only has 2 controls, volume and tuning, and 3 connectors, 
  headset, power and antenna. It tunes 1.9mhz-5.8mhz. The separate battery 
  box looks identical minus the controls as does the 110vac supply. The 
  antenna is just a short cord with a clamp apparently designed to clip on 
  to the operator's steel helmet! The headphone elements are mounted in a 
  thin cloth skull cap designed to be worn under a helmet.
      Partial RBZ set: Receiver and AC supply only. With manual
       photocopy. Nice: $75
      RBZ Manual photocopy separately: $12.95 postage paid
      RBZ original manual: $55 or trade for ???
 DAG-x direction finder. This is a WWII-vintage Navy RDF set with
  separate loop and sense (whip) antennas that plug in to the top. The 
  whole thing is in an 18" square, 6' deep metal suitcase with a leather 
  handle. The receiver is HF covering about 2-20mhz in 3 bands. The receiver 
  sits in the top half of the suitcase with the battery compartment and 
  headset storage compartment below. The 2 antennas store in clips inside
  the suitcase lid. Manual photocopy included with each set. This is 
  apparently the original model (since it has no -1 or -2 behind the "DAG" 
  on the tag.) This one is olive drab. The case serial number (#518) and 
  radio serial number don't match. No antennas, headset or battery box 
  cover (a flat piece of metal painted O.D. with 4 retaining screws). Looks 
  very good or better but unworking. $60
 DAG manual photocopy separately: $14.95 postage paid
 SCR-300/BC-1000 backpack radio. WWII-vintage backpack set used throughout
  the war. Includes radio, battery box, cable, short antenna, all canvas
  straps and several of the pads and bags. No earphones, lip mic, handset
  or other antennas. The radio has a few dents and a weathered look to it.
  But it still looks sharp. The canvas straps, bags and pads are near-mint.
  This is genuine WWII-vintage Signal Corps-issue. Don't mistake this one
  for 1960's-vintage Fair Radio NATO surplus--this is the real thing. 
  Tubes not included. $109
 Military PP-114/VRC-3 vibrator power supply for the SCR-300 (BC-1000) WWII 
  vintage backpack radio. Used, excellent. Three left. $34 each.




From boatanchors@theporch.com  Thu May 18 05:13:52 1995
Date: Thu, 18 May 1995 00:13:52 -0500
Message-Id: <950518011227_122860477@aol.com>
From: DavidSt1@aol.com
Subject: OH NO!  A COMMAND SET MANIA?!?!

Oh Horrors!  Can it BE??  Is a Command Set MANIA
to rival the Collins Mania upon us??
Here's a couple of responses I got from a recent Usenet ad:

>I have one of the R27 6-9.1 MHz receivers.
>a switch was added to the front panel on a plate
>where the the original large recessed connector was.
> 4 years ago, I found a fellow netter down in Florida who
>was looking for these units and offered $100 for it.
(Bet he would have traded him some of the swamp land
   he bought back in '59 as an investment.  ed)

>I have a Mint R25/ARC 5 Receiver.
>Like just out of the box, with Dyno
>mounted on back of unit.
>All original! Mint! Mint!
>All original everything!
>Asking $250
(wonder if this guy is a used car salesman, too?? ed)

>I have a T-22 transmitter with the original key
>jack (???? ed) replaced and a really professional
>looking octal power plug (eeeew!  ed) on the back.
>The gray paint (?#&!?!!! ed) on the top is flaking
>a little, but it is otherwise excellent condition.
>I will take $75 for it if you pay shipping.
(Oh my please hold me back from this great buy!! ed)

I, of course, thanked them for their kind response,
wished them luck in their quest to sell $20, $50 and $9
radios for $100, $250 and $75 respectively, and sent them
on their merry way.

Well, if a mania gets rolling, I've got a few parter dogs
like that 6-9 receiver I'd surely sacrifice for $100.
You can't fight mania.  But you CAN make money and
pick up the goodies for cheap after the bottom falls out.
P.T. Barnum, you're still my hero!

Dave Stinson AB5S/7
Lost Wages, Nevada

p.s. Wonder if these guys bought 75A-4s??




From boatanchors@theporch.com  Thu May 18 20:59:26 1995
Date: Thu, 18 May 1995 15:59:26 -0500
Message-Id: <950518204013_71407.1774_FHV127-1@CompuServe.COM>
From: "Joseph J. Curry" <71407.1774@compuserve.com>
Subject: PL-172A  Tube(s)

Looking for a spare Penta Labs PL-172 for my HT-33A...new or lightly used.

Please respond via e-mail 71407.1774@compuserve.com

Tnx es 73s,

Joe, KE6LFT  




From boatanchors@theporch.com  Thu May 18 17:12:02 1995
Date: Thu, 18 May 1995 12:12:02 -0500
Message-Id: <21238506E89@sbii.sb2.pdx.edu>
From: RANDY@sbii.sb2.pdx.edu
Subject: PRC-47 on CW

Thanks very much to all who responded to my inquiry about PRC-47s.

I am now in full rumination mode...

=Randy=



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Thu May 18 18:41:10 1995
Date: Thu, 18 May 1995 13:41:10 -0500
Message-Id: <Pine.3.89.9505181343.A6761-0100000@indy1>
From: "Roberta J. Barmore" <rbarmore@indynet.indy.net>
Subject: Re: PRC-47 on CW


Hi!

   If a 4-65 and a 4-65A/8165 are the same tube, I've got a couple--one 
removed from service when we retired the old TV rig, another new in the 
box.  Anyone interested?  I've no idea what they go for used.

   73,
   --Bobbi



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Thu May 18 12:19:19 1995
Date: Thu, 18 May 1995 07:19:19 -0500
Message-Id: <Pine.BSI.3.91.950518080809.4743D-100000@laurel.us.net>
From: Tony Stalls <ras@us.net>
Subject: QCWA

I've had inquiries about the QCWA since my post about Barry Wiseman taking
over as editor of the QCWA JOURNAL, so I thought I'd pass along the
membership application below for those BA'ers who are interested.  To
qualify, you only need to have been first licensed 25 or more years ago. 

It's a fine organization and has a lot of folks who well remember and
appreciate boatanchors.  With Barry as JOURNAL editor, I hope that we'll
have even more interest stirred up.

73,

Tony
K4KYO

  <ras@us.net>

--------------------------------------------------------------------------
**





From boatanchors@theporch.com  Thu May 18 12:22:17 1995
Date: Thu, 18 May 1995 07:22:17 -0500
Message-Id: <Pine.BSI.3.91.950518081537.4743E-100000@laurel.us.net>
From: Tony Stalls <ras@us.net>
Subject: QCWA Application

 
                 Quarter Century Wireless Association
             159 East 16th Avenue, Eugene, OR 97401-4017
                           (503) 683-0987
                         FAX (503) 683-4181
 
 
Have you been previously enrolled in QCWA? _______
 
 
I, ________________________________________ , ________________
        (Print Name Clearly)                   (Present Call)
having been licensed as an amateur 25 or more years ago and presently 
holding the call listed above (it is not necessary to have been licensed 
the entire 25 years) hereby apply for membership in QCWA.  I understand 
that proof of the original date of licensing is required.  My complete 
mailing address is:
 
_____________________________________________________________________
 (Street Number and Name)          (City)       (State)  (ZIP Code)
I will keep QCWA Headquarters advised of changes in my address and/or 
call sign.  
 
My first Amateur license was issued _____________________.
 
Other calls held __________________
 
I wish to be affiliated with QCWA Chapter ___________________________
 
Date of Birth _____________  Birthplace _____________________________
 
Present occupation/business _________________________________________
 
If retired, what was major life work? _______________________________
 
Other organizations you belong to ___________________________________
 
 
                                Signature ___________________________
 
 
                    SCHEDULE OF MEMBERSHIP FEES
 
Select one of the following plans
                                      Members        Family
 
QCWA Dues for a one-year period        $ 15.00                _______
 
QCWA Dues for a two-year period          25.00                _______
 
QCWA Dues for a three-year period        35.00        12.00   _______
 
QCWA Life Membership                    225.00        90.00   _______
 
Payable in 3 equal installments
of $80.00 each in a one-year period     240.00       105.00   _______
 
Initial registration fee, for 
all new members                           3.00                _______
 
Gold membership pins are available,
your call engraved, no year tags.        10.00                _______
   
Check fastner:
 
Tie-tac      ( )  
Screw button ( )
Safety pin   ( )
 
Year tag pins, tie tac only               15.00               _______
 
Circle choice:  25, 30, 35, 40, 45, 
 
                50, 55, 60, 70, or 75 
 
TOTAL ....................................................... _______
 
 
Proposed by:  Richard A. (Tony) Stalls, K4KYO, Life Member #15925
              Vice President, Vic Clark Chapter #91


<ras@us.net>





From boatanchors@theporch.com  Thu May 18 19:51:42 1995
Date: Thu, 18 May 1995 14:51:42 -0500
Message-Id: <Pine.BSI.3.91.950518153643.1509G-100000@laurel.us.net>
From: Tony Stalls <ras@us.net>
Subject: QCWA Chapter Locations

Fellow OF's,

Thanks for the great response to the QCWA invitation!  If you have
specific questions, like locating your nearest QCWA chapter, you can
e-mail Jim Walsh, W7LVN, (QCWA General Manager) at <jwalsh@efn.org>. 

BTW, apologies for sending the QCWA membership application in a separate
message.  When I tried attaching it at teh end, I apparently hit a wrong
key and sent the message instead of uploading.  Oops! 

73,

Tony
K4KYO

  <ras@us.net>





From boatanchors@theporch.com  Fri May 19 03:01:41 1995
Date: Thu, 18 May 1995 22:01:41 -0500
Message-Id: <m0sCIGp-003BFPC@moon.earthlink.net>
From: jlb@earthlink.net
Subject: Quality  parts and dealers

I received a zerox copied instruction manual to a KWM-1 from Vintage Manuals 
today. The reproduction was so bad I had so send it back and ask for a refund. 
I should have known better after looking at the poorly printed advertising 
literature that they sent me initially. Can anyone recommend a copy house that 
puts out a quality product? I mean if there is suppose to be a picture of 
something on a particular page; I would like to be able to recognize the item. 
Has anyone tried Pruett or HI manuals?

Later in the day I swung by another Surplus store and found a huge selection 
of 1/2 watt carbon resistors at 4 cents each. Is there a way to evaluate the 
quality of these particular resistors? I don't know how old they are and am 
wondering how these would compare to brand new resistors. Does anyone know how 
the military would check to see if the resistors they were going to buy were  
made as specified? I am thinking of setting up a test circuit that will push 
the resistors to failure and see which ones last the longest. The values and 
tolerances can easily be checked... what I am wondering about is the quality 
of the carbon and the condition of the carbon.                      
Also, what is the best way to check a tubular or mica or disc capacitor. Is 
there a "test to failure method" that will sort out a good batch of capacitors 
from a weaker one?

Joe AA6WG 



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Fri May 19 03:09:43 1995
Date: Thu, 18 May 1995 22:09:43 -0500
Message-Id: <MAILQUEUE-101.950518220716.320@vilas.uwex.edu>
From: "Terry O'Laughlin"  <OLAUGHLIN@vilas.uwex.edu>
Subject: R-1307 for sale

For Sale:

    Rycom R-1307 VLF receiver/ selective voltmeter,  3-800kHz,
AM/FM/CW/USB/LSB, crystal filters 1/2/4/8 kHz, built-in speaker,
hybrid construction, some 7&9 pin, some nuvistors, some
transistors (nothing weird, unless you consider the 7360 in the
product detector weird), good physical shape, excellent electrical
shape.  This is a more useful receiver than the Rycom R-2174 commonly
available.

$200 + ship

I like this radio, but with an R-389, a WRR-3B, a CEI 302 and a
WJ 340A, something has to go.  It's a great radio for designing and
testing LF/VLF antennas.

olaughlin@vilas.uwex.edu

73s     Terry O'     WB9GVB



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Fri May 19 03:31:06 1995
Date: Thu, 18 May 1995 22:31:06 -0500
Message-Id: <MAILQUEUE-101.950518222723.352@vilas.uwex.edu>
From: "Terry O'Laughlin"  <OLAUGHLIN@vilas.uwex.edu>
Subject: R-390A parts for sale

I have several boxes of R-390A parts that I haven't had time to test.
There are IF modules (with all filters, some with tubes, no 3TF7),
PTOs (with tubes) and crystal ovens (with crystals).  If anyone is
interested, I will sell them in untested as-is condition as follows:

IF module     $60.00+ship
PTO            30.00+ship
oven            8.00+ship

If you really need them tested, it'll take me forever to get to it,
but I'm open to offers.  All of the radios were Navy surplus,
purchased as a lot.  I parted them out because the weight was more
than my little wagon could ferry home.

I'm interested in trades for R-390 parts.  I need several power
connectors and 6082 tubes and a few of the silly current regulators
(which are different from the R-390A but I don't recall the number).

73s     Terry O'



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Thu May 18 14:45:37 1995
Date: Thu, 18 May 1995 09:45:37 -0500
Message-Id: <Pine.BSI.3.91.950518103830.6619C-100000@laurel.us.net>
From: Tony Stalls <ras@us.net>
Subject: Re: R390A "Navy Mod"

 
 
On Wed, 17 May 1995 Steve Byan wrote:
 
> An R390A trivia question:
>
> What's the "Navy Mod"? What's it do?
 
Hi Steve,
 
I beleive that's the green pin jack on the front panel beside the
headphone jack.  It's my understanding that it's the load signal output
that can be monitored with a VOM set to the -15 volt range, or with a
scope. 
 
My R-390A has it although I've never used it.
 
73,
 
Tony
K4KYO


  <ras@us.net>





From boatanchors@theporch.com  Thu May 18 14:49:05 1995
Date: Thu, 18 May 1995 09:49:05 -0500
Message-Id: <9505181447.AA16048@speckle.ncsl.nist.gov>
From: morgan@speckle.ncsl.nist.gov (Roy Morgan)
Subject: Re: R390A "Navy Mod"

>> An R390A trivia question:
>> What's the "Navy Mod"? What's it do?
>
>  Filters out the "salty" air or makes it able to work
>at 20000 leagues beneath the sea <<grin>>

No, no.  This mod was a long-kept secret, but some of the details can now be
revealed.

What it involved was a small container of concentrated essence of ship.  The
thing is installed into the receiver and makes it smell like cigarettes and
coffee grounds.  There were various levels of Navy Bunker Fuel Oil mixed in
so that boiler room aromas could be simulated.  Other variations included
the essence of electro-static sensitive weather fax machine paper, for use
in weather offices ashore.  Some mods were place closer the hot locations in
the receiver to produce the desired effect in greater abundance.

If anyone has a reciever so modified, be advised to not mess with the small
vial of concentrated substance.  It is very dangerous.  Simply run your
radio and enjoy the experience.  If you should become overwhelmed with the
urge to immerse yourself in genuine original boatanchor locations, procede
to New York Harbor and the USS Intrepid, or to Baltimore Harbor and the
submarine located there.

(This anchorite will neither confirm nor deny that he was ever aboard the
USS Massey DD-778, USS Randolph CVS11, or USS Wasp CVS 18.)



-- Roy --
Roy Morgan / Tech A-266 / NIST / Gaithersburg  MD 20899
(National Institute of Standards and Technology,  formerly NBS)
301-975-3254 Fax: 301-948-6213 Internet: morgan@speckle.ncsl.nist.gov
---




From boatanchors@theporch.com  Thu May 18 15:02:15 1995
Date: Thu, 18 May 1995 10:02:15 -0500
Message-Id: <v02110110abe10f813d64@[140.243.30.128]>
From: steve@hi.com (Steve Byan)
Subject: Re: R390A "Navy Mod"

Thanks for the info, but ...

>I beleive that's the green pin jack on the front panel beside the
>headphone jack.  It's my understanding that it's the load signal output
>that can be monitored with a VOM set to the -15 volt range, or with a
>scope.

... why did the Navy want to monitor the diode load voltage?

Regards,
-Steve


Steve Byan                                  internet: steve@hi.com
Hitachi Computer Products (America), Inc.
1601 Trapelo Road                           phone: (617) 890-0444
Waltham, MA 02154                           FAX: (617) 890-4998





From boatanchors@theporch.com  Thu May 18 19:29:28 1995
Date: Thu, 18 May 1995 14:29:28 -0500
Message-Id: <Pine.3.89.9505181233.A3188-0100000@netcom14>
From: paul Veltman <veltman@netcom.com>
Subject: Re: R390A "Navy Mod"

> 
> What it involved was a small container of concentrated essence of ship. 

Well, I appreciate Roy's ability to spin a yarn, but here is the REAL 
Navy Mod.

As we all know, salt air is very corrosive.  To counteract this, the Navy 
developed a greasy and sticky substance called Cosmoline (sp?).  The Navy 
Mod entails smearing this goop over every part of the radio so that it 
won't turn into a corroded mess.  Of course, what they didn't tell you is 
that the Cosmoline created a kind of mess all of its own.

The other part of the Navy Mod involved the carrying handles on these 
radios.  Since sailors have a permentaly disfigured index finger due to 
the extended holding of coffee mugs, special handles needed to be 
developed so that these sailors could actually carry these radios during 
brief periods of actual work.

And there you have it.  The actual and honest truth behind the Navy 
Mod.   And if this ain't the truth, may I be struck down by . . .



                           ZAP !






From boatanchors@theporch.com  Thu May 18 14:02:38 1995
Date: Thu, 18 May 1995 09:02:38 -0500
Message-Id: <Pine.SUN.3.91.950518085100.4075A-100000@ncrsun1>
From: Kevin Anderson <anderson@ncrsun1.ncr.usace.army.mil>
Subject: radios in QST Vietnam embassy picture

In the latest (June?) QST, in the front picture section,
is a photo of radios left at the former US embassy in
Saigon.  There appears to be four R-390 or 390A radios,
plus in the center a Hammerlund of some sort (I'm not a
Hammerlund officiado) and some other radio.

Out of curiousity, what are those radios?

BTW, I verified that indeed that is a picture of our own
Tony Stalls in the same photo section.

Cheers/73.    Kevin, KB9IUA

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Kevin L. Anderson, CENCR-PD-W, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Rock Island District Office, Planning Div.-Waterway Systems
Rock Island, Illinois 61204-2004, USA  phone:(309) 794-5586
      e-mail:  anderson@ncrsun1.ncr.usace.army.mil
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Opinions expressed here are my own and do not represent the
  U.S. Army Corps of Engineers or the Federal Government.




From boatanchors@theporch.com  Thu May 18 19:58:47 1995
Date: Thu, 18 May 1995 14:58:47 -0500
Message-Id: <95May18.095641hst.148526@uhunix3.uhcc.Hawaii.Edu>
From: Jeffrey Herman <jherman@uhunix.uhcc.Hawaii.Edu>
Subject: Re: RCA BTF-20E Parts needed

Can someone help this guy out?

allenk@richmond.infi.net wrote:
>
>I'm looking for the screen grid capacitors (the four crescent shaped 
>silvered mica sheets) for the 4CX15000A tube socket used in our RCA 
>BTF-20E transmitters. The price from RCA-Comark is too high. There are 
>eight of these capacitors total used in each tube socket. Any help would 
>be appreciated.
>Thanks,
>Allen 



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Thu May 18 16:06:30 1995
Date: Thu, 18 May 1995 11:06:30 -0500
Message-Id: <"Macintosh */PRMD=MOT/ADMD=MOT/C=US/"@MHS>
From: Scott_Johnson-AZAX60@email.sps.mot.com
Subject: RE>Re- PRC-47 on CW


                      RE>Re: PRC-47 on CW                          5/18/95
 The PL-177WA is the same as a 4-65A, they are plentiful.


> 4. The TX tubes seem like oddballs. Are spares out there?

Good question!  The green radio bunch around here bought a bunch of
spare sets to ensure the tube supply..  The IPB gives Penta Labs as
the source for the PL177WA.  I guess they are still in business.






From boatanchors@theporch.com  Thu May 18 20:32:40 1995
Date: Thu, 18 May 1995 15:32:40 -0500
Message-Id: <F5IF2615.F5IF2628@mail.admin.wisc.edu>
From: TOM.A.ADAMS@mail.admin.wisc.edu
Subject: Re. RCA BTF-20E parts

to: boatanchors@theporch.com

Re. RCA broadcast parts in general:

Rotsa Ruck, Charlie!

I've dealt with that rig and know just the parts you need, but Comark has you
by the short curlies, and they know it.

You have my sympathy, I've had to go the same route with 'em on parts.

Personally, I think it's time to retire and scrap ALL RCA broadcast rigs, and
while we're at it, we might as well throw in thier 2-way gear for good measure.
RCA has always pulled the stunt of using LOTS of proprietary parts (especially
connectors on thier &%$%$ 2 way radios!). Now that they're belly up, we the
users are up the crick sans paddle.

When Sarnoff met his maker, I hope he paid the price for his policies. If he
did, nomex underwear would have been useful.


                                                  Tom, K9TA



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Thu May 18 18:05:02 1995
Date: Thu, 18 May 1995 13:05:02 -0500
Message-Id: <9505181716.AA26542@uvs1.orl.mmc.com>
From: padgett@tccslr.dnet.mmc.com (A. Padgett Peterson, P.E. Information Security)
Subject: RE: RE:Why buy used Tubes?

kvz rites:
>  It is my impression (and I have no empiracle data to back this up -- 
>does anyone have anything that will confirm/refute this?) that the 
>failure mode for most receiving tubes is that if they last the first
>half hour, they go forever if not abused.

(if you already know about thoriated tungsten, skip 8*).

Do not really know what I am talking about but I came across a reference in
one of my books that emissivity charactoristics of the cathode can be
greatly enhanced by using thoriated tungsten instead of plain tungsten
and oxide deposition is even better.

However the thoriun must be infiltrated into the tungsten over a certain
period and gradually is consumed over time. When fully dissipated,
emissivity/conductance drops off noticably from spec.

Further, output is good right up to the point at which the last thorium layer
reaches the surface, then drops fast. Oxide deposition is much the same
except the life is not as long.

Finally the depletion rate of both is a function of cathode temperature so
there are two curves of interest (is hard to plot is ASCII), The first
or "transconductance" forms an "S" against filament current. At or near
zero up to a "turn on" point, then rises fast in the middle, then with a
derivitive decrasing to zero on past the miderange.

Meanwhile, if you plot life against filament current, you have a reverse "S"
with very long life for low currents, then curving downward sharply past a
"excess" point. In my playing with "1"s having a 1.4v rated fillament current
and a "absolute maximum" rating of 1.6v, an excellent tube will begin to
operate at about 1v, be fully operational at 1.2 and slowly increase in 
output as the current is increased to about 2.0v (chickened out before
zap).

As a result, even though a used tube tests good, there is no way to tell
how close to the dropoff it is

Just throwing some numbers at a dart board (but with eyes open so is a SWAG
and not just a WAG) I would estimate that whatever the design life was (and
you can bet the tube manufacturers knew it to three std deviations), at 
1.2v (15% down) it was probably 150-300% of design life while at 1.8v it may 
have been as little as 30-50%.

Now for the radio designers Back Then you have an interesting situation. 
Obviously you did not want tubes blowing right and left but as noted above, 
a certain amount of "overdrive" increases the apparent sensitivity/gain/
output. Besides, the normal warrenty way back when was 90 days & people 
would not be surprised if a set needed repair after a few years. Tubes 
were cheap and "planned obsolesence" was a way of life. 

Add to the fact that there was a tremendous varience in ac supply in this 
country in the period around WWII when the largest number of radios were 
produced and the fact that there has been a slow but steady "bracket creep" 
in mains voltage for the last forty years ("nominal" in my house is 121vac) 
and you have a situation such that if a 1950 radio with "1"s were plugged 
in today, the filament voltage is probably high. Replace Se with Si and it
is higher yet - "burns brightly but for one brief moment".

As a result (and probably said it before), while Zenith used 9v "A"
batteries in T/Os and the spec says 8.4v, I always put in a 7.5v zener
on top of the filament string and have had good luck with 6.8 - four 1.4s
plus a "3" might just last a while longer.

							Warmly

								Padgett

ps still looking for a few good R-520 & R-520A - thousands made, where did 
   they go ?



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Thu May 18 21:15:29 1995
Date: Thu, 18 May 1995 16:15:29 -0500
Message-Id: <9505182114.AA08573@rgfn.epcc.Edu>
From: ab174@rgfn.epcc.Edu (Anibal Perez)
Subject: Relay for NCX-5



The relay for this rig is a:
Potter&Brunnfiled
R10-E1-X6-V9.0K
Sorry for the mispelling?
KP4ZN (Previously KA4KAI)
Anibal Perez



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Thu May 18 11:38:03 1995
Date: Thu, 18 May 1995 06:38:03 -0500
Message-Id: <Pine.3.89.9505180742.A3066-0100000@hpb.hwc.ca>
From: Gordon Symonds <gsymonds@hpb.hwc.ca>
Subject: Restoration of ARC-21 ADF


I would like to correspond with anyone who has restored or worked on
an ARC-21 ADF (a mini-boatanchor!).

Gord Symonds

Work: X-Ray Section, 775 Brookfield Rd; Ottawa, Ontario  K1A 1C1
      Tel:(613) 954-0324  FAX:(613) 941-1734  e-mail:<gsymonds@hpb.hwc.ca>
Home: 26 Ossington Ave; Ottawa, Ontario  K1S 3B4
      Tel:(613) 730-2198   FAX: none   e-mail:<bk296@freenet.carleton.ca>



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Thu May 18 17:33:31 1995
Date: Thu, 18 May 1995 12:33:31 -0500
Message-Id: <9505181725.AA07874@willow.sps.mot.com>
From: zoom@willow.sps.mot.com (Chris Terwilliger)
Subject: restoring SB-110

I am finally getting around to cleaning up and checking out the SB-110
I was so lucky to find last year.  It has some kind of modification
that I don't recognize.  It's a Heathkit board double-side taped to the
top of the crystal filter.  It has the model number 85-1412-3 on it and
wires leading to points on the RF board.  The noise blanker switch has
been taken over by some function on this board.  Anybody got a clue?
I would also appreciate any pointers or things to look out for on this
radio.

tnx
73
Chris Terwilliger, AA7WD
zoom@email.sps.mot.com




From boatanchors@theporch.com  Thu May 18 18:06:36 1995
Date: Thu, 18 May 1995 13:06:36 -0500
Message-Id: <9505181804.AA18326@speckle.ncsl.nist.gov>
From: morgan@speckle.ncsl.nist.gov (Roy Morgan)
Subject: SIGHTED: D104 Silver Eagle

Anchorites,

Can't find the recent posting asking for a D104 Silver Eagle.  
At last weekend's small and rained out fest I saw one for sale by:

Jeff French
Hagerstown, MD
301-791-2035

Asking $90


-- Roy --
Roy Morgan / Tech A-266 / NIST / Gaithersburg  MD 20899
(National Institute of Standards and Technology,  formerly NBS)
301-975-3254 Fax: 301-948-6213 Internet: morgan@speckle.ncsl.nist.gov
---




From boatanchors@theporch.com  Fri May 19 03:58:47 1995
Date: Thu, 18 May 1995 22:58:47 -0500
Message-Id: <Pine.SUN.3.91.950518203505.25993A-100000@coyote.rain.org>
From: "Ray L. Mote" <rmote@rain.org>
Subject: Re: TCS-8

I'm sure there are folks out there who will be glad to tell you of the 
wartime service provided by the TCS series of equipment.  Fair Radio can 
provide a photocopy of the needed manual sections.  Get someone to talk 
about how the sinking of USS INDIANAPOLIS in the last days of the war led 
to installation of this great rig on all Naval ships as an emergency 
radio.  I can't tell you exactly when yours was manufactured, but I can 
tell you what the last Naval records indicated as to date the 
nomenclature was assigned.  As long as I'm doing that, I may as well give 
that data for the other versions of the TCS:

SET     MFR     YEAR     COMMENTS
------  ---     ----     ---------------------------------------
TCS     COL     1940     First TCS contract
TCS-1   COL     1940     Second contract
TCS-2   COL     1940     Third contract.  Lend-Lease
TCS-3   COL     1940     Fourth contract.  Lend-Lease
TCS-4   COL     1940     Fifth contract.
TCS-5   COL     1941
TCS-6   CHZ     1940
TCS-7   COL     1941  
TCS-8   CBS     1941     Obviously an error, based on your info.
TCS-9   COL     1942     
TCS-10  COL     1942
TCS-11  COL     1942
TCS-12  COL     1942
TCS-13  CIH     1942     (Design based on TCS-6)
TCS-14  CKP     1940     (Similar to TCS-6)
TCS-15  CKP     1940     (Same as TCS-14, except power supplies)
TCS-16  CIH     1942     

CBS:  Bright Star Battery Co.  (Obviously wrong!)
CHZ:  Hazeltine Electronics
CIH:  Hamilton Radio Corp.
CKP:  Air King Products
COL:  Collins Radio
CWS:  Stewart-Warner

It becomes painfully obvious that the Navy typist was "out to lunch" when 
typing the TCS-8 item.  Actually, it *was* Stewart Warner Corporation, 
Chicago, Illinois -- Contract NXss-18844 was dated December 3, 1942, and 
the manual was "Preliminary 555590".  Besides the transmitter, receiver, 
loading coil, remote control, cables, mounting brackets, key, mike, etc., 
there were two AC supplies (115VAC and 230VAC 60 cps), five motor 
generator supplies (24VDC, 32VDC, 115VDC, 230VDC, and 115VAC 60 cps), as 
well as a dynamotor supply for 12VDC.  (Only one power unit was supplied 
with each equipment, but the Navy had a fantastic range of power busses 
among its ships due to different designs over the years.)

Good luck with your -8.  The -12 and -13 seem to be more common, and the 
earliest version I've personally seen was a -5.  I'd suggest you go with 
Fair's normal habit of copying only the most pertinent parts, as that 
manual runs 203 pages.


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Fri May 19 03:49:07 1995
Date: Thu, 18 May 1995 22:49:07 -0500
Message-Id: <950518234514_124004689@aol.com>
From: KD0HG@aol.com
Subject: Tube Prices and AES

The comments by Deane, VE6BPO about Quest Electronics and Antique Electronic
Supply brought to mind a gripe-- how is it that virtually every tube seller
uses the AES tube prices as a baseline of "value". Granted, while AES does
buy and sell a lot of bottles, they own but a piece of the tube business as a
whole: they are not a hollow-state version of the DeBeers cartel. I have
noted that over a period of time, if they need a certain bottle, they will
slowly increase their buy prices, and thereafter the retail price, but all
that means is that THEY can't find all of a type they want- that doesn't mean
that you or I can't find all of that type we need and for a lot less. Since
their sell price is often three or four times their buy price (how many other
businesses mark up their merchandise 300-400% !  ), it is in their interest
that tube prices escalate and in fact they make sure they do. I think the
traditional tube pricing policy of Fair Radio is a heck of a lot more sane-
you want a common 7 or 9 pin receiving tube? They're all one price- you want
a common octal? theyr'e all $3.50. None of this $7.21, $5.26, or $6.47
garbage. Finally, a number of us received a flyer from AES a month or so ago
touting their special audiophile-grade low-noise receiving/audio tubes
selected from genuine NOS American made stock. Am I correct in assuming that
makes the ordinary NOS tubes they now sell specially selected for their
higher noise properties, and at the same price as before? G'day from
KD0HG...(I feel much better now). 



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Thu May 18 21:30:22 1995
Date: Thu, 18 May 1995 16:30:22 -0500
Message-Id: <800832515.3997984@AppleLink.Apple.COM>
From: FRANCIS4@applelink.apple.com (Francis, Dexter)
Subject: Used Toothbrushes

I employ used toothbrushes and waterless had cleaner to get the nico-goo off
the chassis.
 
-df ;-)
 




From boatanchors@theporch.com  Thu May 18 14:52:26 1995
Date: Thu, 18 May 1995 09:52:26 -0500
Message-Id: <Pine.BSI.3.91.950518104138.6619D-100000@laurel.us.net>
From: Tony Stalls <ras@us.net>
Subject: Wanted: R-390A Cabinet

I'm looking for a cabinet for my R-390A.  I had one located recently from
a guy in Tennessee, but thanks to an apparent misunderstanding on his
part, he sold it to somebody else. 

This is my one last try before I go out and buy a much too expensive 
commercial cabinet.

Thanks & 73,

Tony
K4KYO

  <ras@us.net>





From boatanchors@theporch.com  Fri May 19 00:46:44 1995
Date: Thu, 18 May 1995 19:46:44 -0500
Message-Id: <d0fOIwr000000000@MHS>
From: STEVE_PAZAR@hp5300.desk.hp.com
Subject: Wanted: R-390A Cabinet

Tony,
I have an R-390A cabinet, currently with the radio inside.
Someone in San Diego was interested in the radio, but I
don't think he wanted the cabinet so it may be available.
Where are you? I'm just north of San Francisco. I'd rather
not deal with shipping.

                         Steve Pazar
                         pazar@sr.hp.com



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Thu May 18 06:11:50 1995
Date: Thu, 18 May 1995 01:11:50 -0500
Message-Id: <9505180610.AA04290@kahuna.math.hawaii.edu>
From: jeffrey@math.hawaii.edu (Jeffrey Herman)
Subject: why buy used tubes


Gang,
I received a catalog from Quest Electronics and noted they sell
both new and used tubes. Why would one want to save a buck or
two buying a used tube? Seems to me that's no different than
buying a used toothbrush.

They've got all the tubes required for the Galaxy GT-550 I might
be buying except the OC2. Is an OC2 no longer available?

Jeff NH6IL



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Thu May 18 12:05:12 1995
Date: Thu, 18 May 1995 07:05:12 -0500
Message-Id:  <9505180659.aa01017@jackatak.theporch.com>
From: Fire Bottle archive handler <firebotl@jackatak.theporch.com>
Subject: why buy used tubes

Late at night, Jeffrey Herman <jeffrey@math.hawaii.edu> asks:

> Why would one want to save a buck or two buying a used tube?
A confirmed Dumpster Diver asks why a ham, the tightest of tight-wads, 
would try to save a few bucks on a used tube? I bet Frank could tell 
you some stories about how hams will spend days and dollars trying to 
save less than a few bucks on a radio!

> Seems to me that's no different than buying a used toothbrush.
Maybe, but after all, you are just brushing used teeth! ;^)

And, from the looks of some of the green-toothed Flea Market denizens, 
I'd say for some, even a used toothbrush would be an improvement!  ;^)
--
73
Jack, W4PPT/Mobile (75M SSB 2-letter WAS #1657/#1789 -- both all mobile! ;^)
            - - - BoatAnchor Mailing List Archiver/Owner - - -
firebotl@jackatak.theporch.com - "Plus ca change, plus c'est la meme chose"




From boatanchors@theporch.com  Thu May 18 14:39:59 1995
Date: Thu, 18 May 1995 09:39:59 -0500
Message-Id: <Pine.BSI.3.91.950518073429.16555A-100000@usr2.primenet.com>
From: "Mark E. Monninger" <markem@primenet.com>
Subject: Re: why buy used tubes

On Thu, 18 May 1995, Jeffrey Herman wrote:

> 
> Why would one want to save a buck or
> two buying a used tube? Seems to me that's no different than
> buying a used toothbrush.
> 
> They've got all the tubes required for the Galaxy GT-550 I might
> be buying except the OC2. Is an OC2 no longer available?
> 
I think you just answered your own question. Some tubes aren't available
any more, new. Also, some of the new tubes aren't worth a damn. A good
used tube works better and is (sometimes) cheaper.

Mark    AA7TA



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Thu May 18 14:50:44 1995
Date: Thu, 18 May 1995 09:50:44 -0500
Message-Id: <199505181448.KAA10007@cc01du.unity.ncsu.edu>
From: rdkeys@unity.ncsu.edu
Subject: Re: why buy used tubes

> 
> Late at night, Jeffrey Herman <jeffrey@math.hawaii.edu> asks:
> 
> > Why would one want to save a buck or two buying a used tube?
>
> A confirmed Dumpster Diver asks why a ham, the tightest of tight-wads, 
> would try to save a few bucks on a used tube? I bet Frank could tell 
> you some stories about how hams will spend days and dollars trying to 
> save less than a few bucks on a radio!

As a confirmed and high-ranking member of the Sacred and Honorable
Secret Esteemed Order of the Dumpster Divers Special Interest Group,
of the Raleigh Amateur Radio Society (yes Myrtle there is such a group
who run the cleanup around any hamfest within reach for said fine and
knoble genteel and wonderful goings on as dumpster (nee Dempster) diving),
I find it most exceeding and goodly for the replenishing of the junque
box of miscellaneous and worthy amateur radio construction project parts.
It is a most high honor to be invited to a round of diving, for unknownst
high treasure of the realme, forwith towhich fine articles of amateur
radio ether holing devices can be made.  It is not uncommon to uncover
from the midst of piles of worldly paper and cardboard, fine examples
of the high art of electron capturing and genie sealing in glass fire
bottles.  Quite often, complete sets of ``all american fiver'' style
fire bottles can be had forwhich and towit for small tokens of time
can be most assuredly re-ignited to make sure said genies are still
in the firebreating mode, in the manner of the greater style of ether
breathing dragons such as the most high type 833 dragon fire bottle.
Yea, tho they usually be small, and of the style of the so-called
miniature fire bottles, they are of needs mostly fine in the keeping
of their hidden fires and genies within......  Hence, such matters of
high art and craft as the diving of the dumpsters should be looked upon
with great esteem and without fears of hidden evils therein.  Yea,
of most times are said fire bottles of goodly and well tempered merit.
Sallie forth, yon to said dumpsters and partake thereof, with goodly
and robust rewards......

> > Seems to me that's no different than buying a used toothbrush.
> Maybe, but after all, you are just brushing used teeth! ;^)

Well, I don't know that I would dive ..... that ..... far..... (:+\\

> And, from the looks of some of the green-toothed Flea Market denizens, 
> I'd say for some, even a used toothbrush would be an improvement!  ;^)
> --
> 73
> Jack, W4PPT/Mobile (75M SSB 2-letter WAS #1657/#1789 -- both all mobile! ;^)
>             - - - BoatAnchor Mailing List Archiver/Owner - - -
> firebotl@jackatak.theporch.com - "Plus ca change, plus c'est la meme chose"

Well said there, Jack, of goodly merit, and fine status amongst those of
the dumpster divers sig.

73/Bob/NA4G




From boatanchors@theporch.com  Thu May 18 16:17:38 1995
Date: Thu, 18 May 1995 11:17:38 -0500
Message-Id: <199505181616.LAA18340@uro.theporch.com>
From: Jack Taylor <n7oo@hereford.ampr.org>
Subject: Re: why buy used tubes

A
>> Seems to me that's no different than buying a used toothbrush.
>Maybe, but after all, you are just brushing used teeth! ;^)
>
>And, from the looks of some of the green-toothed Flea Market denizens, 
>I'd say for some, even a used toothbrush would be an improvement!  ;^)
>--
>73
>Jack, W4PPT/Mobile (75M SSB 2-letter WAS #1657/#1789 -- both all mobile! ;^)
>            - - - BoatAnchor Mailing List Archiver/Owner - - -
>firebotl@jackatak.theporch.com - "Plus ca change, plus c'est la meme chose"
>

My wife considers hams to be VERY rich as she says she has seldom seen so
many people with gold teeth!

73 de Jack




From boatanchors@theporch.com  Thu May 18 11:57:55 1995
Date: Thu, 18 May 1995 06:57:55 -0500
Message-Id: <2FBB6044@pcgateway.netrix.com>
From: cgould <cgould@netrix.com>
Subject: RE:Why buy used Tubes?


Jeff NH6IL, Wrote:
Why would one want to save a buck or
two buying a used tube? Seems to me that's no different than
buying a used toothbrush.

Well Jeff many tubes that were made in the US are no longer made here.
Some of these tubes were made with very high quality materials and were 
engineered
with very refined specifications. Take for example the 572-B , try to find 
one made in the
US, they are either made in China or Russia. Now the 572B made in the US 
during the 60's
or 70's was designed to operate in either a horizontal or vertical position. 
The filaments were made of a tungsten alloy resistant to change caused by 
heat, gravity or vibration. The new 572-B's are made of god knows what 
materials and most are designed for vertical operation.
A good used 572-B that was made by RCA or Sylvania would give you a full KW 
out of a SB-200 if it wasn't abused. A good used tube, broken in and 
maintained can provide years of service beyond its expected life expectancy. 
Granted not all will maintain their longevity, some begin to
leak etc, check the warranty the company provides and who made the tube 
etc... I think you'll find in some cases a used tube is not a bad way to go.
73 es gud BA'n
Chuck Gould,N4YXW
IPYXW@NETRIX.COM



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Thu May 18 16:50:41 1995
Date: Thu, 18 May 1995 11:50:41 -0500
Message-Id: <199505181649.MAA01068@detroit.freenet.org>
From: aa024@detroit.freenet.org (Kenneth Vito Zichi)
Subject: RE:Why buy used Tubes?




>Jeff NH6IL, Wrote:
>Why would one want to save a buck or
>two buying a used tube? Seems to me that's no different than
>buying a used toothbrush.

  Jeff --
  It is my impression (and I have no empiracle data to back this up -- 
does anyone have anything that will confirm/refute this?) that the 
failure mode for most receiving tubes is that if they last the first
half hour, they go forever if not abused.  Granted that filament will
go eventually, but until then, a well cared for used tube is just as
good as a new one -- if not better since it's made it past the first 
half hour.  
  Now -- this discounts the transmitter tubes (which are often abused!)
and diesn't count for breakage, etc. but I wonder if there are stats out
there to verify my 'seat of the pants' observation....

  73  //kvz

--
kv zichi,  aa024@detroit.freenet.org
                                      (PGP Public Key Available on Request)
"Lasciate ogni speranza, voi ch'entrante"  --Dante
         Kind of appropriate for the Internet, eh?



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Thu May 18 17:10:30 1995
Date: Thu, 18 May 1995 12:10:30 -0500
Message-Id: <9505181709.AA06564@kahuna.math.hawaii.edu>
From: jeffrey@math.hawaii.edu (Jeffrey Herman)
Subject: Re: why buy used tubes?


>From davidk@CS1.sequoia.com: 

``Tubes can be had second hand at prices much better than
a buck or two off from people who don't want them.   The smallest
difference I've ever seen between store prices and ham fest prices
is $5.00 for a common tube.  So I think your exagurating the price
difference.'' 

Perhaps you missed my first sentence, Dave: ``I just received
a catalog from Quest Electronics and noted they sell tubes.''

How can I exaggerate the list of prices that sits before me?
I'm only seeing one to two dollar savings for each tube
listed: There are three columns: TUBE  NEW  USED
								  ...  ..   ...
                                 6BG7  $8   $6.12
                                  ...  ...  ...
ad infinitum...

And to Jack and Bob: Two award-winning dumpster-diving prizes were
a marine-band transceiver and a direction-finding receiver (RDF);
both proudly sit in my little sailboat. If you live near a harbor
consider late Sunday afternoon dumpster-dives to find such treasures!

Jeff NH6IL



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Thu May 18 17:47:21 1995
Date: Thu, 18 May 1995 12:47:21 -0500
Message-Id: <m0sC9e8-001OZLC@spider.lloyd.com>
From: jml@spider.lloyd.com (Jim Lockwood)
Subject: RE:Why buy used Tubes?

>
>Jeff NH6IL, Wrote:
>Why would one want to save a buck or
>two buying a used tube? 

>Well Jeff many tubes that were made in the US are no longer made here.

>Take for example the 572-B , try to find 
>one made in the
>US, they are either made in China or Russia. 

Just as a data point for consideratin in buying used tubes:  I picked up a
pair of 572Bs at the Lawrenceville GA swap last fall for $50.  Kind of a
steep gamble, I'll admit, but the fellow had a compelling story to tell
about them, so I took the bait.

They work just fine in my SB-200 and put out just as much power as the set
that was in there.  In this case, therefore, the gamble paid off and I saved
myself a bundle.

Now, speaking of 572Bs, Russian and Chinese in particular:  Who on BA has
had experience with these?  What kind of experience was it....good, bad,
otherwise?

73,

Jim - km6nk







From boatanchors@theporch.com  Thu May 18 18:22:20 1995
Date: Thu, 18 May 1995 13:22:20 -0500
Message-Id: <199505181820.LAA05548@hobbes.UCSC.EDU>
From: haynes@cats.ucsc.edu (Jim Haynes)
Subject: RE:Why buy used Tubes?

>  It is my impression (and I have no empiracle data to back this up -- 
>does anyone have anything that will confirm/refute this?) that the 
>failure mode for most receiving tubes is that if they last the first
>half hour, they go forever if not abused.  Granted that filament will

Well "most" leaves a lot of leeway.  I think there tend to be particular
sockets in particular equipment where tubes have short life.  Like I used to
have one of those Hallicrafters - I've forgotten the name, the turret-tuner
military receiver that was Hallicrafters' answer to the SP-600 - that went
through 6BE6s with great rapidity.  I never investigated - probably was
exceeding the screen dissipation or something.

Even if you test tubes on a tube tester, you get a gM reading that is
sorta arbitrary as to whether the tube is good or bad.  Ideally circuits
would all be designed to work if the gM is 20% below what the tube
tester says is good.  But I doubt there ever were conferences of
electronic equipment designers and tube tester designers where they agreed
on what would be the limit for every tube on the roll chart.

All this takes me back to the radio/tv magazines of the 50s, where there
were many ads from tube suppliers.  One or more of the magazines started
a big expose of the business, saying that lots of those people were selling
used, washed and relabelled tubes or factory seconds, counterfeiting brand
names and date codes, etc.  So the magazine would say they required all their
advertisers to certify that their tubes were new, not rejects, not rebranded,
and all that.  Today at least they're honest that they are selling you used
tubes.

Hey, maybe among the golden ear types we can start a belief that tubes have
to be run for a while before they sound right, so used tubes are better than
new.  Of course it matters what they were used in - a BC-375 is the perfect
vehicle for wearing-in your 211s.



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Thu May 18 19:15:50 1995
Date: Thu, 18 May 1995 14:15:50 -0500
Message-Id: <9505181915.AA74218@acs6.acs.ucalgary.ca>
From: "Deane D McIntyre"  <dmcintyr@acs.ucalgary.ca>
Subject: Re: Why buy used Tubes?

In message <199505181820.LAA05548@hobbes.UCSC.EDU>  writes:

(Much good stuff deleted here)
> 
> Hey, maybe among the golden ear types we can start a belief that tubes have
> to be run for a while before they sound right, so used tubes are better than
> new.  Of course it matters what they were used in - a BC-375 is the perfect
> vehicle for wearing-in your 211s.

Check out rec.audio.high-end for a current thread on the importance
of burning in audio cables for a couple of days, otherwise the sound
is not the best. Also on the importace of having $100+ powersupply
/amp line cords in the same regard. :<)

On a more serious note, I have had generally good luck with used tubes.
I have the Quest catalog and think that selling used for 80% of new is
a bit much however. I perfer to buy them cheap at hamfests if at all
possible (on large lots, the price per used tube , even after excluding the 
duds, tends to drop to a few cents, not a few dollars for receiving tubes).
It is also interesting to compare the Quest price for new tubes to
the Antique Electronic supply price. It seems that Quest took the AES
prices fron the 1995 AES catalog and reduced them by 2% across the board.

Of course the dumpster has even better deals. Found a late '80s
microwave oven in one last week. It did not work. However, a microwave
oven uses, of course, an honest-to-goodness firebottle to generate the RF.
So it was very easy to fix (just a bad connection in the HV supply).
Of course the same precautions that apply to working on any QRO firebottle
rig apply.

73, Deane D McIntyre VE6BPO
dmcintyr@acs.ucalgary.ca




From boatanchors@theporch.com  Thu May 18 19:43:00 1995
Date: Thu, 18 May 1995 14:43:00 -0500
Message-Id: <199505181940.PAA23275@cc01du.unity.ncsu.edu>
From: rdkeys@unity.ncsu.edu
Subject: Re: Why buy used Tubes?

> Of course it matters what they were used in - a BC-375 is the perfect
> vehicle for wearing-in your 211s.

That be in the past, the present, OR the future..... (:+}}.....

Such gracious and fine words deserve a ``cheers'' three times with gusto!

Let all boatanchorites burn in the 211's for the audiofreeks!
(....in BC-375's of course.....)

Bob/NA4G




